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of general irrigation facilities which are required for many
other crops as well as sugar-cane. These two additional pleas
also, therefore, do not in the least degree strengthen the case
that has been sought to be made out for the special promotion
and encouragement of sugar-cane cultivation in India.
(c) Maintenance of a high price for sugar-cane through the
artificial stimulation of demand is neither the only nor the most
effective way of relieving agricultural distress and ensuring
the collection of Government dues.
Another subtle but fallacious argument that has been ad-
vanced in support of the case for affording special indirect
assistance to the cultivator of sugar-cane is that, since sugar-
cane is the only one among the staple crops of India for which
the demand can be stimulated and a high price maintained
through governmental action, the protective tariff on sugar will
also serve as a measure of public relief for agricultural distress.
In this connection it is also contended that by strengthening
the cash resources of the cultivator in a time of acute depression,
the sugar tariff will also indirectly facilitate the collection of
land revenue and irrigation charges and thereby considerably
ease the budgetary position of the Administration in some of the
provinces.1 Here also the arguments used are exceedingly
one-sided and ill-considered. In the first place, the argument
that in a time of world depression sugar-cane is the only crop
for which effective assistance can be given by the Government
In the shape of a tariff on sugar makes the thoroughly un-
warrantable assumption that there is no other way of assisting
the agriculturist through a period of slump than by means of
a protective tariff. For, since the present slump in the staple
agricultural commodities is mainly due to a large increase of
output in a period of reduced purchasing power among the
consumers, the most direct and effective way of helping the
farmer in his distress would be, firstly, to provide him with
large and liberal credit so as to enable him to withhold his
merchandise from a glutted market, and secondly, to persuade
1 Report of the Tariff Board on the Sugar Industry, pp. 40-41.